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after 1914 neutrality in practice ceased to exist, in so far
as it meant escaping many of the consequences of war.
In 1914 the great and powerful United States of America
was the foremost champion of<c neutral rights " and of
the " freedom of the seas." In 1937 the still greater and
more powerful U.S.A. was frantically trying to devise
methods of making sure she could keep out of the next
war, even at the cost of abandoning all her " neutral
rights." But, as an able American writer remarked :
" America cannot run very far from the International
problem because there is no place else to go." *

n
It was in June 1914 that an Austrian archduke, heir to
the Hapsburg throne, was assassinated by Serbian con-
spirators at an insignificant town in the Balkans called
Serajevo. The Archduke Karl and his wife were the first
victims of the World War. The Austro-Hungarian
Government decided to exploit the crime in pursuance of
their policy of countering Serbian nationalistic ambitions,
It may be that Austria hoped to make an end once and for
all of troublesome Serbia. Germany supported Austria,
and Russia supported Serbia. France stood by Russia,
and Germany, fearful of being attacked simultaneously
in east and west, invaded Belgium in order to overwhelm
France.
Great Britain then declared war on Germany. Millions
of words have been written on the subject of the responsi-
bility for the World War. One may compare such dis-
* Raymond L. Buell in Chaos or Reconstruction. Foreign Policy Associa-
tion, January 1937.